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which we call virtuous is the same conduct externally
which we before regarded as useful. The difference
is that the simple fact of its utility, that is, of its
utility to others and to the race in general, has now
become also the sufficient motive for the action as
well as the implicit cause of the action. In the
earlier stages, when no true sympathy existeds men
and animals were still forced to act in a certain way
because it was beneficial to others. They now act
in that way because they are conscious that it is
beneficial to others. The whole history of moral
evolution seems to imply this. We may go back to a
period at which the moral law is identified with the
general customs of the race ; at which there is no
perception of any clear distinction between that
which is moral and that which is simply customary ;
between that which is imposed by a law in the strict
sense and that which is dictated by general moral
principles. In such a state of things, the motives for
obedience partake of the nature of " blind instincts".
No definite reason for them is present to the mind of
the agent, and it does not occur to him even to de-
mand a reason. " Our fathers did so and we do so "
is the sole and sufficient explanation of their conduct.
Thus instinct again may be traced back by evolu-
tionists to the earliest period at which the instincts
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